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MERIT AWARD RULES AND REGULATIONS
(As amended by PL 28-167 & PL 29-02)
Effective: AY 2007-2008 & AY 2008-2009

STUDENTS ENTITLED TO MERIT AWARDS (§15A301).

There are established annual merit awards for high school students in the graduating classes of public high
schools, non-public high schools, and Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) high schools on
Guam. The students entitled to these awards shall be the students having the highest scholastic standing
in the graduating classes of each such public and non-public school on Guam.

BACKGROUND AND STATUTORY AUTHORITY (§15101).

The Board of Regents of the University of Guam is authorized under Title 17 of the Guam Code Annotated,
to formulate rules and regulations to equitably and efficiently administer the Student Financial Assistance
Programs, as listed in Chapter 15 (Article 3A} of Title 17 of the Guam Code Annotated.

DEFINITIONS.

As used in these rules and regulations, the following terms will have the following meaning.

(a) Academic Standing. rank according to cumulative numeric grades, and is the same as scholastic
standing.

(b) Academic Year. Fall and Spring Semesters for semester calendar system and Fall, Winter, and Spring
Quarters for a quarter calendar system.

(c) Accredited: any U.S. accredited institution as recognized by the Council for Higher Education
Accreditation (“CHEA").

(d) Awardee: the recipient of the Merit Award who was selected on the basis of that recipient's high
academic standing from that recipient's high school graduating class.

(e) Board: the Board of Regents of the University of Guam.

(f) Cash Repayment: monetary cash repayment for the period the deficiency was made and no service
credit allowed.

(g) Co-Signers. Guam residents who sign promissory notes, thereby becoming financially and legally
responsible for repayment of the award obligation, if any, in accordance with the rules and regulations
specified under the program.

(h) Cumulative Numeric Grades: are computed on the basis of freshman (9th), sophomore (10th), junior
(11th), and/or senior (12th) years in school on a scale of 0-100 points, or higher, for honor courses and
calculated to the thousandth decimal place (to be truncated).

(iy Fee: general fees as stated in the current University catalog applied to all students plus laboratory and
course fees.

(i) Full-time Status. Undergraduate: twelve (12) or more credit hours per semester (quarter equivalent
to twelve (12) semester hours) during the regular semesters and six (6) or more credit hours (quarter
equivalent to six (6) semester hours) for Inter-session and/or Summer Session (any combination of A,
B, and C session). Graduate: nine (9) or more graduate credit hours during regular semesters and six
(6) or more credit hours for Inter-session and/or Summer Session (any combination of A, B, and C
session) or as listed in the University of Guam Graduate Bulletin.

(k) Generally Open:. public, non-public, and DoDEA high schools on Guam.

() Graduating Class: high school seniors who graduate at the close of the school calendar year (no later

than June of each academic year).

(m) Intersession: the period between Fall Semester and Spring Semester as defined by the University of
Guam Academic Calendar (opticnal attendance and subject to the availability of funding).

(n) Major Program:. the specific academic program of study, which will be undertaken to achieve the
desired degree.

(0) Nominee: a student nominated by an eligible school who has met the academic criteria and eligibility
criteria as established by the Merit Rules and Regulations of the University of Guam.

(p) Off-Island Recipient. scholarship recipient attending a four-year U.S. accredited college or university
in the United States because the declared major or its equivalent is not available at the University of
Guam.

(q) Promissory Note: document signed by the student and their guarantors promising to repay the loan in
accordance with the rules and regulations specified under the program.
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(r) Resident. a resident of Guam for a continuous period of not less than five (5) years immediately
preceding June 15th of the year the award is to be awarded.

(s) Service Credit repayment of award obligation through employment service, upon completion of
studies and award of degree.

(t) Stipend: payment disbursed on a monthly installment basis subject to availability of funds.

(u) Summer: the period between Spring Semester and Fall Semester as defined by the University of
Guam Academic Calendar (optional attendance and subject to the availability of funding).

(v) Total Disability. any physiological or psychological condition that will prevent the recipient from
obtaining or maintaining any form of gainful employment for a period of not less than three (3) years.
Such condition will require the certification of two (2) physicians licensed to practice in the United States
or Guam.

NUMBER OF AWARDS (§15A301).

Undergraduate: Each graduating class of the public, non-public, and DoDEA high schools on Guam, is

entitled to one (1) for every fifty (50) graduates or fraction thereof of a school's graduating class each

academic year (August through June), (schools with less than fifty (50) graduating seniors that meet all
other requirements herein shall be entitled to one (1) award). If there should be a tie of the equal scholastic
standing of two (2) or more graduates, the following mechanism will be used to break the tie:

(a) The high school cumutative numeric grades geing to the third (3”’) decimal place is required to hreak
the tie;

(b) If atie still exists, then the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) scores will be used to break the tie;

(c) If a tie still exists, then the University of Guam (UOG) placement exam will be used to break the tie (on
the condition that both candidates are enrolled at UOG; if both graduating seniors are not attending
UOG then the following mechanism shall be used);

(d) If a tie still exists, the UOG President will convene an Ad Hoc Committee (with 5 faculty members) to
review the competing student's scholastic record, course completed (i.e. honors), student leadership
activities, and club organizations to determine which student shall receive the award.

Each student must meet the eligibility requirements established in §15A301 of Chapter 15 (Article 3A) of
Title 17 of the Guam Code Annotated. The actual number of diplomas awarded on graduation day will
determine the number of awards.

Graduate: A maximum of two (2) awards are available each academic year.

CRITERIA OF ELIGIBILITY (§15A301).

To qualify for a Merit Undergraduate Award, the student:

(a) must be a graduate from a public high school or private high schools licensed to do business on Guam,
or DoDEA high school;

(b) shall be one(s) having the highest academic scholastic standing of their respective graduating classes
based on; a minimum of three (3) but no more than four (4) academic years and meets all academic

credit requirements for graduation from a high school on Guam.

(¢) must have achieved a cumulative high school Grade Point Average of not less than 3.000 at the time of
graduation;

(d) (1) a United States citizen; or
(2) a permanent resident alien; and

(e) must be a legal resident of Guam for a continuous period of not less than five (5) calendar years
immediately preceding June 15th of the year the award is to be awarded.

If any student is ineligible for an award solely because the student does not meet the requirements of
§§5(d) and (e), or if any eligible student declines an award when first offered such award, the award shall
be offered to the next eligible student in academic standing in the class.
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To qualify for a Merit Graduate Award, the student:

(@) must be one of the top two awardees from each high school graduating class who subsequently attends
and successfully completes undergraduate studies at the University of Guam. Only one (1) student
shall be eligible for a Merit Graduate Award in a high school graduating class size of fifty (50) or less;

(b) must graduate within four (4) academic years from a Board of Regents approved undergraduate major
program;

(c) must be cleared of any cash obligation to the University of Guam;

(d) must complete admission requirements for graduate studies at the University of Guam for the purpose
of pursuing a Master's Degree;

(e) must notify the Board of his/her academic intentions to apply for the Merit Graduate Award benefits
within thirty (30) days upon completion of the Bachelor's degree. In addition, the student must enter
graduate school during the Fall/Spring semester immediately following completion of Bachelor's
degree.

NOMINATION PROCEDURE.
Merit Undergraduate Award: Each eligible high school shall submit a list of nominees on Form A, as
attached, for the awards in descending order of rank, based on the academic standing and who meet the
eligibility requirements as stated in Section 5, to the Board of Regents, no later than June 30" of each year.
In the event any nominee declines to accept the award, the next graduate in academic standing in the class
shall be offered the award; or in the case of a tie, the student that was eliminated by the tiebreaker, will be
offered the award.

Each nominee shall sign a statement of acceptance or rejection of the Merit Award (Form B) that must be
submitted with the Form A to the Board of Regents. If an eligible student accepts an award, such student
must complete the Form C that confirms citizenship and Guam residency (must be notarized). If an eligible
student declines to accept an award when first offered, such student cannot accept such an award after it
has been offered or granted to another student.

Merit Graduate Award: A list of nominees who meet the eligibility requirements for the award as stated in
Section 5 will be prepared by the Financial Aid Office. The listing shall be in rank order when submitted to
the Board of Regents for final approval.

SELECTION PROCEDURE.

(a) The Board of Regents shall direct the Financial Aid Director or designee to certify academic standing of
the nominees on Form A submitted by the schools.

(b) The Board of Regents shali, at a regular or special meeting, approve the selection of the awardees.

(c) Within five (5) working days of the Board's action, notice of award shall be sent certified mail to each
awardee. The awardee of a Merit Award must notify the Board of Regents within thirty (30) days of
postmarked or stamped date of notice of the award whether the awardee will accept the award. If the
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awardee fails to do so, the award is thereby forfeited and the award shall be offered to the next eligible
student. If an awardee declines to accept a Merit Award after it has been offered, such awardee shall
no longer be entitled to receive such award from the Board of Regents (§15A301).

(d) All awardees shall attend a mandatory orientation to complete the award process. Failure to attend
said orientation is cause to deny the Merit Award. All documents required by the Financial Aid Office to
complete the award process will be received and completed by the recipient during the orientation
process.

ATTENDANCE.

Merit Undergraduate(s): Awardees are to attend the University of Guam. If the top-ranked Awardees
academic major program is unavailable at the University of Guam, the Awardee may attend any four (4)-
year U.S. accredited college or university in the United States, as recognized by the Council for Higher
Education Accreditation (‘'CHEA’) only if such declared major is available (§15A301).
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